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INFORMATION 


For the Town Edinburgh, I» Anſwer to the Repreſentation and Anſwers 
| 42 tteir Petition for a ſmall lu poſt for a few Tears npontheir Fleſh-* 

car,” for making up". Stock for the better AI + th and 1mploging of 
Jr; Por ih rs aaaiond 


, 


© He Town of. Edinburgh and its Inhabitsnt$ have obviouſly the: wy 
Intereſt 40 be dilſatisfied phy a new Fomiae on thei? DIES, 


irs 

z11 Impoſicion craved by them on-their Fleſh-Metcats,..for” 
} ET "Wn der 40 ſuch a neceſſary and general Good, ſhould not haves. 
-r wich ſo clamo&tousan oppolition. 
Barts he forelaid Repreſerrtarion and Anſwers being apparently not more 10-' 
+ Wh to croſs the Towns Petztion, then to refiet upon-and exfolſerits' Ad | 
-mini(tration, they do'the more willingly lay hold on: the 'eccaſion, that: the: 
' Members of the high and honourable Court: of Parliament may be rightly. 
and fully informed inthis Matter. 
".Itis then ObjeRed, that the Town of Edi-barghs, Pretences of theif nu-: 
nerous Poor is pliniy taken off by the known Fagds that they 'hayg for © 


yur "oP : Wat Tien pert? *« 


3 . - 
, 
. 


4 X Tint Tarek 4 vt 7 3 DIts I Yom 4 
on, a; all th bonds ſo clearly exhauſted, as that they: cannot! 
follow furth the Remedy pod: they did (withſubmiſhon); 


Maintainanee, :viz, their Colletions ordinary and extraordinary, their: 
erpatmes arid Buriats, Fines and Untaws of Delinquents, witl: 


"the Neighbourly Conribations, which are reckoned to thirty or fourty 
*thouland Merks per annum ; and therefore that their Kirk-Thefaurers: Books, 
with the Regiſters of their Poor, ought ante 0-27 to be inſpeted, 

To which it isanſwered for the Tow, Nothing more acceptable, ſeing 
thereby it would appear how widely bath the Towns Charge © of their Poor, 
4nd their Fonds for defraying of the ſame are miſtaken,/the ColleQtions,Mar- 
rjages, Baptiſms, Burials, and about 3oco Merks yearly laid on the Neigh- 
bours, 1s all the true Fond the Town of Edinburgh hath for their Poor ; a 
how far ſhort this comes of the Towns Charge of Poor, ſhall be inſtanced by 
the laſt years account, which may give light to the whole. 

'Thelaft years account then for the Poor,was briefly thus, 


'Payed by Robert Hunter Kirk-Theſaurer 23745 ©0 - 00 
Payed by Theſanrer Fiſher the ſaid year 10228 ©0 O©0 
Payed by GeorgeLawſon Town-Thelaurer the ſaid year 7600 00 oo 
TRIS by Dean of Gild Mack{nrg the ſaid year | On! OO © ©O 
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In a'l 53973. 00 co 
Which evidently exceeds the Jouble of all the Fonds that is received, and 
"whereof the Parliament or their Committee may ſee moſt diſtinct & ſatisfying 


| Accompts when ever they.think fit. 
But 2.4t isOllfected, that the Town do'multiply their poor Penſioners 


pon neceſfity. To which 1 It is anſwered, Thatindeed the Towns. poop 
Penſionerg 


*., 


Penſſoners are very riuimerous, being no 1Mthan Thirteen or Fourteen 
\ . dred, and moſtly made up of Natives, but of [ncomers from all parts ofth 
. Kingdom; yet it is certain, that there are none that receive either Weekly 
or Quatterly Penſions, except ſuch as are viſited by the Kitk-Seffions, and 
their Neceſlities atteſted by the Elders and Deacons of the reſpe&tive Bounds ; 
atid for theſe Penſioners that receive their Allowance from the Town-Council, 
they ate but veiy few, and their condition (o notourly known, as it will ea- 
ſily be granced, that all they receive 1s not able to make them ſubliſt : And all 
this ſhall be inſtructed by the Towns Regiſters and Documents, which they 
. are mok ready to exhivite. 

As to' what is Objetted,thatthe Neighbourhood in the late calamitaus years 
did contribute very liberally, which Contribution 1s not yet duly Compred 
for ; Beſides, that it 1s hoped, that that Calamity is much over. It is 
Anſwered, that the Objection as to the firſt part, 1s very Caluimnnivus,the Con- 
tribations from the Nighbours being exa&tly compted tor, in 4s much as every 
Moneth once, there was an Elder ofeach Paroch called with'ihe Town Mini- 
ſters, to ſee theſaid Contribution beſtowed upon the Poor,and the Accompts 
thereof are ready to be produced ; And as to the leſſening of the late Calami- 
'ty, the Lord grant it may leſſen more and more. But upon the w hole, the * 
Town are molt defirois, that the number +nd Condirion of their Poor, with 
the State of their Fonds, and the great Charges they ſuſtain, may be flrialy 
and thorowly ex:mined, and that the Honourable Court of Parliament may 
accordingly rake their Meaſures. ; 

It is objefted in the next place, that though the Towns ordinary Fonds 
were not {ufficient, yet no reaſon tor this extraordinary Impolitionz Becauſe 
7. The Town has a Coygmon-good, whereot the molt proper uſe is the re- 
lief of the Poor, and if This extraordinary Impeſition were granted to. Edine 

"*PT»reh, every Burgh might as juſtly ſcek the like. © IG 
To which itis anſwered, that for: the Towns Common-good, and how 
the ſame is imployed, the Accompts are patent to all, and it is well 'known 
that the current Annualrent of the Towns D=bts, with their Miniſters Sti- 
pends, and the Towns Incidents for their publick Works, and the like  ſtat- 
ed with all rational ſtrictneſs, do more than exhauſt the whole Common-good. 
As for the Preparative that may be given toother Towns. 1. Other Towng 
have no {uch confluence and multitudes of Poor. 2. They have alſo their 
own impoſirions, which probably do anſwer the neceſſity of the poor. And 
2. [t is obvious that ar: /mpoſition on Fleſh-mercats would icarce be ' worth 
the collecting in any Burgh except Edinburgh, and what at preſent is deman- 
ded in Edinburgh, is really ſoſmall, that forcertain it would never beinveyed 
or made a preparative. | 

Itis objected, that there is a Propoſal juſt now before the Parliament, to 
imploy the whole-poor of the Kingdom in Labour and ManufaQory, and 
that the Town of Edinburgh ought not to anticipat by this their extraordinge * 

.ry Demand. | ; 

To whictvit is anſwered, that the Towns extraordinary Demand doth pro- 
ceed upon extraordinary Reaſons and Conſideratiens, and if granted would 
no doubt further and facilitat the foreſaid general Propoſal, -and therefore it - 
cannot. be thought an unſeaſonadble Anticipation, beſides that the foreſaid Pro- 

poſal needs be no hindraftice to the due Examination of *F grounds of the 
Towns Petition, and both may very well proceed together. * © iy 


7 = 2 FN Jetted, 5 at an Impoſition upon 1E þ eſh-mercat w- Edi 
bargh and the Suburbs, is impratticable, and of il] conſequence, becauſe Via: 
vers ought to be th: laſt things burdened. with Impoſitions, becauſe they 
highten the Mercats, which all Governments endeavour to keep low and re- 
gulate. | 
Io which it is anſwered, that no donbr no Impohtion is of it ſelf defires 
able, but where there appears a neceſlity for a publick Fond that cannot be 
more eaſily contrived, thisneccflity dees {till preponderat on all the like oc- 
caſzons. 
* And as for the particular in hand, the cafe of Fdinbyghs Poor, and of 
their Fonds, is now more fully repreſented, and the neccthty being ſo urgent, 
itis humbly conceived that nv Subject can bear an Impoſtion better than 
Flefhes and Vivers, wherein the poor are fo little concerned, (pecially w/ ere 
the lmpoſt is (o (mall, and craved tor lo ſhort a time, ſothat it will inettect 
be inſenſible, and very quicklyevaniſh; and tho ſome Countreys have decli- 
ned ſuch Imroſitions, yet others haye found them to be more eaſie. 
_* As for what is alledged, that this Impoſition will not only attcCt the Inha- 
bitants of Edinbrreh, but the whole Leidges, ſpecially ſuch asattend the chi-f 
Courts of the Kingdom : It 15 an{wered.that the Impoſt is ſo {mall,and for ſo 
ſhort a ſpace. that it isftrange fuch an Argument ſhould be exaggerat again(t 
it, ſpecially when 1t 1s fo obvious that the poor of Edinbwreh, do indeed for 
the moſt part eome trom a'l pirts of the Kingdom, and tor the Apprehenſi- 
on ſuggeſted, that this may be a preparative for burdening all other Mercats, 
ſach as of Poutkrie, Crain, Fiſh, Leather, it is not worth the anſwering 
ſeing firſt che Eſtates of Parliament are ſti]| the Maſters of all ſuch [mpoſici- ' 
ons. 2. Thar this Impoſt is notcraved but for very weighty ard evident 
Reaſons. And 3. That it is craved upon the ſubject that may beſt and moſt 
-caſily bear it. | Fas | | 
It is objected, thatthe £2xota of the Impoſition, 23z. ſix pence upon the 
Ox, &c. would amount to a great Sum, 93. of fifteen hundred pounds Ster- 
ling yearlv, but to make ſhort with this Obje&ion, the Towns Petition fixes 
indeed vpon five years, but all really deſigned is, the raiſing of two thouſand 
lib. ferling tor the uſe propoſed, for which albeit the Town upon their beſt * 
Information have demanded five years, yetthey have withal ſo intirely ſub- 
mitted the matter to the Parliament, both as to the manner of the uplifting, 
and the overſight of the imploying, that they are content that itbe alſo pro- 
vided, that (o {ſoonas two thouſand /:b. ferling net ſhall be by them recove- 
red and raiſed by the ſaid Impoſition, it ſhall immediatly ceaſe though with- 
in the ſaid five years. | DE 
As for what iSobjected in. behalf of Leith and the Cannongate, that their 
Mercats ſhould not be included in the Towns Demand, the ſame is not cra- 
'ved, ſavefor this Reaſon, that Mercats-ſo near ſhould be kept in a reaſonable. 
equality 5 but in recompenſe of it, the Town is content either to take in 
' their poor as well as their Mercats, or otherways to giveſuch a proportion of - 
the Impoſition as the Parliament ſhall think fit, nor dothe Towu plead any 
- thing upon the account of their Superiority, but allannerly on the account 
of Neighbourhood and Contingency, and that all one way or otherare with- 
in the Towns overſight and Adminiſtration. | | 
As for what is obje&ted, that the Manufaftory propoſed, would only 
be te the profit and advantage of the Undertakers, the Town fairly __ 
| cnae 
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that whatever net profit ſhall accrew by the ManufaGory, it e Te 
ded to the increaſe of the Poors Stock, nor is the Suggeſtion worth the note 
ticing, that when by this Propoſal the poor are quite taken away, then the 
profit ofall will redound to the Town and its Managers, for though this 
were indeed to be wiſhed, that the poor were quite taken off, yet it may be 
ſaid with ten times more aſſurance than was ſaid even of the Land of Cenaar, 
that the poor ſhall never be wanting out of the Town of Edi-burgh. 

As for whatelle is {uggeſted againſt the Towns ill Management, and that 
no Contrel can be madeeffeftual in this caſe more rhan in others where it hath 
been attempted without ſucceſs, theſe are only general and malevolent Re- 
fletions, which cannot be better anſwered than by the preſcnt and late Ma- 
giſtrats their free and frank offer, that all their Adminiſtrations be fairly exa- 
mined and tryed, and that for this new Fond craved; the honourable Eſtates 
of Parliament put upon them ſuch Conjunds for the Management and Im- 
ployment thereof, and with ſuch Injundtions as they ſhall ſce caule. 


41d therefore his Grace and the right honourable Eitates of Parliament, are 
again intreated to conſider the neceſſity and reaſonableneſs of what the good 
Town demands, and how eafte a Remedy is craved by this [mail temporary 

| Impoſition for ſo inſupportable a Burderi. DN 
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